Isfahan: "Half the World"
outside the perimeter of the palace which were also connected with Shehel Sutun and inspired by the same spirit. These are still standing, and amongst them is tlje summer residence of Abbass II on the south bank of the Zenderhud. This was called the Sadetabad ("House of Happiness") and was supplied with water over a fourteen-arch brick aqueduct called the Pul-i-Juba. It had two main buildings, the Aineh Chane ("Pavilion of the Mirror") and the Heft Best ("Seven Compartments"), or royal harem. Gardens ran along the banks of the river and by closing the sluice-gates of the nearest bridge, the Pul-i-Shatshu, the Shah could bring the waters of the river up to the steps of the Pavilion of the Mirror and go boating with his wives in the magic light of a night-festival. Today only a few shapeless walls remain of this fairy setting. Old prints show a striking resemblance between Aineh Shane and Shehel Sutun. In both buildings the audience-room was a pillared hall.
A summer-house of the same kind has been preserved for us. This is the Hasht Behesht ("The Eight Paradises") built by Shah Suleiman in about 1670. Architecturally this is the most perfect summer-house imaginable. Its dome stands at the intersection of two avenues of poplars. One of these, running east-west, contains ornamental ponds and the stairways leading to the terrace. The living-rooms, reserved at that time for the Shah's wives, are at the four corners and on two storeys. The domed hall originally had friezes picturing historical scenes. Chardin was entranced by this place and admired the two canals with their pelicans and swans, the summer-house built entirely of polished marble and the gilt dome with the silver pond underneath it. Chardin's calm, unbiased opinion is worth having. Although used to the architectural grandeur and the pomp of Versailles, he recognised that these buildings, in some respects mere playing-card houses, have their own peculiar charm and are, in their own way, as lovely as the most magnificent palaces in his own country.
From the royal quarter on the opposite bank of the river, an avenue some two or three miles in length ran due north-south, crossed the Zenderhud on a splendid bridge and led to guests. In the centre foreground two girls are dancing, i                  •                 129   In %t ft!« /4ij*l Tutkbh countries the mosque also came to be used AS A T,,-.»t4$1jh,   In Persia it was the other way round: the mad->.9f.fk -« Ai»*r Jirsif aiicJ eventually came to be used as a mosque. hi »»»'«i  «u.»*«iurs there were schools of theology and some of tftrw ^.c  ^,!ill tit existence today.   The third type of religious
